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CHAPTER 1

WHY DO CAMPUS MINISTRY?
Research today is revealing that many people like Jesus but not the
church.i In fact, Christianity as a whole has developed a bad reputation
as being judgmental and arrogant. Additionally, recent studies have
shown that youth no longer come to church as they once did.ii We can
no longer expect that youth will come to our churches just because we
have a special program for them, and we can no longer count on parents to send their teens to youth group, either.
In recent years, church-based youth ministries have been using fun
and games to try and “DRAW” youth to church. This fun-andgames youth ministry model of the past 25 years is now universally being
declared bankruptiii and youth ministry leaders are searching for a new
model.
Campus-based youth ministry, on the other hand, is a “GO” ministry
that seeks to return to the school campuses where youth ministry began
in the ‘40s and ‘50siv and meet the youth where they live their lives. It’s
the difference between a “GO” and a “DRAW” focus: GO meet the students’ needs in the world they experience on a daily basis rather than
continue to use gimmicks to try and DRAW them into our churches
where we are comfortable. Campus-based youth ministry is based on
relationshipsv, where loving mentors who seek to be intimately connected to Christ themselves are willing to open up their lives to connect

4

and share their spiritual journeys with teens. Campus-based youth ministry models can be used in both Christian and public high schools and
can be used by both youth pastors and lay youth leaders. All high
school-aged students can be ministered to with this ministry model.
For decades, Adventist youth ministry has focused on the youth that
come to church and attend our Christian schools. Our focus has been
on nurturing our youth and protecting them from the “world.” If we want
our church to survive, we need to change our mindset from a nurture
orientation to an outreach orientation. When we only seek to nurture
ourselves, we become egocentric and separate ourselves from the
world. Then, over time, we lose our ability to relate to the world and
cease to be the light and salt of the world as Jesus commanded.vi Spiritually speaking, as Christians in North America, we are nurturing ourselves to death just as the Jewish nation did in Jesus’ day. For decades,
the church in North America has been inadvertently training its members to sit in the pews, watch pastors and elders put on the program,
then go home and sleep it off all afternoon. Very few Christians today
actually attempt to “go into the entire world”—or anywhere in the
world—making disciples as Jesus commanded. If we don’t start rethinking and retraining Christian adults and young people, Christianity in
America will be a thing of the past before we know it. The future of
Christianity is in the hands of youth leaders today. We must seriously
consider how we are “training up the child!”vii
What About the Christian Schools?
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This is not to suggest that we close our Christian schools. However, in
order to save our youth from spiritual death, we need viable ministries to
attract and lead all our youth, including those on public campuses, to
Jesus. We need to put our students in a position to see the powerful hand
of God at work and get them excited to reach out to the un-churched
youth on both public and Christian campuses. When we sequester ourselves to our own private campuses and ignore public campuses, we
have the world to lose—quite literally speaking.
It’s Sowing Evangelism
Campus-based youth ministry is sowing evangelism, not reaping
evangelism. Adventists have a long, rich history of conducting series of
doctrinal meetings to teach people biblical truths and to reap a great
harvest of souls for God’s Kingdom. But the fact is that our reaping is not
what it used to be.viii The state of Christianity in America has declined so
that most Christians are nominal Christians. Many engage in the clean
lifestyle that the modern Christian sub-culture has to offer while failing to
tap in to the power that God offers that can change the world. Today,
few truly converted Christians exist to teach biblical truth to. For this reason, it is time that Adventists sow the seeds that other Christians once
sowed to ensure an abundant harvest for God’s kingdom in the future.
Additionally, studies show that the Adventist church is retaining less
than 50% of its own youth.ix This should motivate us to pray and learn how
we can better sow the seeds of the gospel in the lives of our own young
people. Campus-based youth ministry impacts communities in a power-
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ful way because it reaches out to all the youth on both Adventist and
public high school campuses with a gospel-based sowing ministry. The
goal is for all students, regardless of denomination, to have positive
spiritual interactions with Adventist youth leaders, creating memories
they will carry their whole lives. These are interactions—seeds—which
God can use as He sees fit anytime in the near or distant future. Reaching out to public campuses impacts the students on those campuses,
and it also impacts the overall youth ministry that those students and
the academy students participate in. In fact, I have seen whole
churches come to life with excitement and begin to reach out in other
areas, as well, because of the impact the youth department has on a
public campus. The youth and youth leaders of any church can help
change the way a whole congregation engages the world around it.
Today’s youth and youth leaders stand in a powerful position to change
Christianity in America and help it become a life-changing force in the
world once again!
As Christians, our focus needs to change from filling our churches to
changing our world. When we go out to do ministry with no strings attached, some will inevitably follow us back to our churches. However,
they will follow us naturally rather than because of force or out of guilt.
When we fully adopt an outreach orientation, we won’t have to struggle
with our churches being so out of touch and so disliked by the world as
statistics show the case to be more and more frequently.x For this reason, we aren’t sneaking on campus to proselytize; we are there to live
out our faith and show the benefits of being a Christian through lifestyle
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empowering Christian students to do the same, together, over time, we
can impact every person in America in a positive way. We can take
Scripture as our example: Paul planted, Apollos watered, and God gave
the growth in His time and in His way!xi
How Campus-based Youth Ministry Benefits the School
One week, at one of my newly started clubs, a girl showed up that I’d
never seen before. She said she needed to talk to me, then decided to
wait until our meeting was over. Finally, at the end, she told me she had
taken a pregnancy test that morning and that it was positive. I was the
first adult she had told and she didn’t know what to do. I don’t know how
she found out about our club meeting that day because we hadn’t
started advertising it yet, but somehow God brought her there for encouragement and prayer. I’ve experienced many similar interactions throughout my time with campus-based youth ministry.
Jesus got in trouble for spending time with tax collectors and sinners, and I know He wants us to do the same. That’s how He changed His
world and how we can change ours, too. I believe lay and ordained
ministers are on campus to show schools that we want to be the caring
adults that so many students need so desperately. When you approach
your mission on campus this way, the faculty and staff notice and appreciate it. I even had one principal, who is an atheist, tell me that he was
glad I was on campus every week and that, in his opinion, the more caring adults on campus the better!
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CHAPTER 2

HOW MY CAMPUS MINISTRY STARTED
Schools are always in need of free labor. Being an artist, I decided I
wanted to help in the art room at my local academy. After all, as a
youth pastor, what is there to do all day if I’m not with the youth? Somehow, I ended up teaching a mandatory art class. That was perfect: 50
minutes a day with my target audience. This also gave me a reason to
be on campus. My daily presence opened doors for me to also host a
“family group” of 10 to 15 students on Tuesday mornings and to facilitate Thursday morning chapels where I was eventually able to start a
praise band and coach student speakers to give devotional talks.
Again, my regular presence on the academy campus was the overall
base of operations for my ministry. All academy youth from all churches
(including non-Adventist) were invited to my activities because most
teenagers don’t think in terms of “youth group;” they think in terms of
their circle of friends—usually the friends they see at school on a daily
basis. I found I could not justify telling students that only members of
our church were allowed on my mission trips, houseboat trips and other
activities. This series of events led me to develop a campus-based
rather than a church-based ministry model.
As my academy campus ministry was developing, a teenage girl
approached me at a church potluck, told me she was a freshman at
the local high school and said she wanted me to help her start a Bible
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high school and was cleared to be on campus. Then, I had parents sign
permission slips saying that I could meet with their children for counseling
during lunchtime. Our group size varied each year depending on how
many were interested and if they brought friends. I was amazed at how
many youth I met that had an Adventist background. Often, either parents or grandparents had been church members in the past, but had
lost interest and stopped attending. I was able to reconnect with many
of these youth, and some began to reconnect with the church. My initial
ministry on the public high school campus was to get to know people
and stay connected with Adventist youth and their friends. They were not
coming to church, so I went to them on their own turf.
My public campus ministry took off when I re-started the Christian
club on campus. The former club had folded because attendance had
dwindled. I believe interest had waned because the club had primarily
offered student-led Bible studies during lunch. It seemed to me that students wanted a break from studying during lunch. I believed that more
than anything, youth needed to find other Christian students to develop
community with, a group of peers that could help each other withstand
negative peer pressure. In doing so, I eventually discovered that the students also wanted to do outreach on their campus. When my focus was
primarily on Adventist students, my group was small and it seemed the
youth sometimes felt like they might look weird attending such an obscure group. But by opening the group to all Christians, as I did at the
academy (our academy has approximately 20% non-Adventist stu-
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dents), the Adventist students had opportunities to be leaders in the
overall Christian community and to gain confidence from being a part
of a larger, more visible group.
Our club decided that each week’s meeting would start with a
check-in time where everyone could share how his or her week was
going and make prayer requests. This is how we all got to know and
support each other and how we became friends. As our lunchtime
groups grew from five or six per lunch period to 20 or 30, we found that
we had to divide into small groups to maintain the intimacy and bonding within the group.
When our campus ministry was ready to start doing outreach, we
developed this website: www.peace4youth.org. The website is still developing as we try to reach students more effectively, but the goal is to
attract youth with photos of our activities, then to offer simple steps for
developing personal spirituality. Our goal for the website is for it to become a place for campus clubs to network and share ideas.
From there, we decided to promote our website during our “pizza
and prayer” outreach events by having our club members wear their
“Peace4youth” t-shirts. They spread out all over campus during lunch
time offering free slices of pizza and Peace4youth wristbands in exchange for prayer requests. We then developed an adult/teen prayer
team that regularly prayed for hundreds of requests from this ongoing
ministry.
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I followed this model from campus to campus. With campus ministries at nearly every high school in town, both public and private, we
had access to almost all of the teens in town. That January,
Peace4youth Campus Ministries hosted a citywide youth rally that attracted nearly 500 youth to a life-changing weekend event! We partnered with the local youth pastors’ network with the goal of all our youth
groups working together to reach un-churched youth. We called it “Billy
Graham-style youth evangelism” where we all work together promoting
the basic gospel truth. The weekend was a huge success.
Through these events, my Adventist youth have grown spiritually and
are now inspired to reach out even more on their campuses; the nonAdventists in my clubs will always remember that it was an Adventist
youth pastor who helped them in their walk of faith. Getting on campus,
getting to know students, helping them network with each other, encouraging them in their walk of faith and staying in communication via websites, social networking sites and text messaging: these tools make this
ministry work.
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CHAPTER 3

HOW YOU CAN GET ON CAMPUS
If you haven’t noticed yet, let me point out that every opportunity
I’ve had to get on a campus somewhere or talk to a student in need
was opened up by God. That doesn’t mean that I didn’t go knocking
on some of those doors to see if God would open them or that I just sat
in my office until a bolt of lightning struck me; God placed a passion for
youth in my heart and I did my part by getting out there, but the point is
that these things are all miracles. They don’t just happen by themselves.
If you’ve prayed about it and are convicted that God is leading you
or you feel that you should at least give it a try, here are the first few
steps to take to begin visiting students you know on campus:
1. Start the conversation by talking to the students in your
youth group about living for God in the real world. Discuss the
differences in how people that believe in God and those that
do not live their lives. Then, discuss the importance of living for
God at school. It may be helpful to read and discuss the article
“Taking God to School” (see Appendix 1).
2. Identify the student(s) interested in starting a campus ministry at their high school(s), or the student(s) at least open to you
coming and visiting them during lunch on campus.

13

NOTES

NOTES

3. Talk to the student’s parents and get permission to meet
with their child at school.
4. Go to the student’s school and tell the principal’s secretary
that you have permission to meet one of their students on campus during lunch. The secretary should be able to help you get
the process started or point you in the right direction. I’ve had
several responses to this approach, all of them positive.
a. The first campus I went to paid for me to get a
background check and clearance through the school
district office. Once the background check was completed, I was allowed to go on campus and meet with
the students who had signed permission slips from their
parents stating they could meet with me.
b. I told the second high school I approached (in the
same city as the first one) that I was already cleared
through the district and visited the other high school campus across town weekly. They told me I was free to visit
their campus to see students at lunchtime any day if I
checked in at the front desk (no permission slips required).
c. I’ve also been on campuses where the parent
called the school a few days ahead of our first visit to let
the administration know we would be visiting, and we simply checked in at the office and went to see the students
we knew with no paperwork whatsoever.
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The bottom line is that you have a legal right to visit students on campus at public high schools. Be nice; abide by the guidelines they ask
you to, make friends with the secretaries, teachers, principals and staff,
and they will most likely be glad to have you around.
Visiting individual students is the easiest way to get started on a high
school campus. Once you’ve started to make friends and nurture relationships with the faculty and staff, as student interest develops and
when you can identify a faculty member willing to be your sponsor, you
are ready for the next step: starting an official Christian club. This step
will take your ministry to a whole new level and is the goal I always
shoot for. A club allows you to have the biggest impact on the lives of
your students and their friends.

15

NOTES

NOTES

CHAPTER 4

STARTING A CHRISTIAN CLUB ON CAMPUS
The first step in getting an official Christian club started is to find a
faculty sponsor. You have the legal right to be on campus, but for you to
meet with students without their parent’s signature in a club setting, there
must be a full-time faculty member present. I have never found this to
be a problem. As you have been on campus meeting with students with
signed permission slips, you may have met a faculty member interested
in what you’re doing. On some campuses, there have been members
of my church that work there and are willing to help. Ask the students
you’ve been meeting with if they know a Christian teacher who might be
willing to help. On the second campus where I started a Christian club, I
found out about and talked to a teacher who sponsored a morning
Christian club to see if he knew anyone else who would like to be involved. This teacher was very helpful in getting me set up to run my own
club on the same campus.
Don’t be afraid to start a new club even if there is already an existing
Christian club on campus. Where I live in California, the public school
system is set up for about 2,000 students per campus, so there are two
lunch periods. Most teachers have only one lunch period free, so most
teacher-sponsored Christian clubs meet before school. My ministry focuses on lunchtime clubs because, unlike teachers, I can be at both
lunches, and many students would rather come at lunchtime than get
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to school at 6:30 in the morning. On the other hand, the school where
I’ve been running a lunchtime group for several years has just had a
new group start up in the mornings. We reach different students at different times and have different styles, but the bottom line is that both
clubs are growing as more Christian alternatives become available.
Some students even go to both clubs!
When I started out meeting with my small group of students with individual permission slips, we met in the same place as the existing
Christian club did, just a different day of the week. I became friends
with the Christian club sponsor, and after he closed his club down, he
turned everything over to me, connected me with another interested
teacher and helped me start my very first club to take the place of his.
God can open doors in many different ways!
Once you have a faculty sponsor, the next step is to file the paperwork to make your club official. Your sponsor should be able to do this,
or you can go to the principal’s office yourself and get the forms. It’s
usually simple and doesn’t take much time.
The next step is to find a meeting place. One of my clubs meets in
the foyer of the gymnasium or on the bleachers outside, another club
meets in an outdoor courtyard off the cafeteria and I know of others
that meet in teachers’ classrooms. It really doesn’t matter where you
meet as long as it is relatively quiet, there is enough room for everyone
and you are warm/cool and dry.
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The last step to starting your club is to get the word out! This is absolutely the best part and the most fun. My first day on campus, whether
it’s with club status or my first visit to a new school, I show up with a
Peace4youth (P4Y) Campus Ministry Starter Kit that consists of 4 P4Y tshirts and 100 P4Y wristbands. I pick up 5 pizzas to go with it and I’m on
my way! When I walk in with all that stuff alongside the students I know, I
have instant attention, and it is so much fun! Kids at lunchtime are incredibly drawn to pizza, even the cheap stuff. I will typically draw 20 to
30 kids instantly and of course they can have some free pizza, shirts and
wristbands. Your student leaders will be incredibly popular and so will
you! As you give everything away, let everyone knows that you are starting a new Christian club; tell them where it meets. Quarter-sheet-sized
fliers to hand out with this information are a great idea, as well. Another
one of the easiest and most important ways to get the word out is to get
your club meeting times announced in the school bulletin. In my school
district, the bulletin is the morning announcements that the teachers
read at the beginning of the first period class. Your club sponsor or the
principal’s secretary should be able to tell you who takes care of this at
the school and where to get started. This one step took our Peace4youth
Christian Club from random participation to the formation of a regular
group overnight. Regular reminders produce regular attendance.
Two more thoughts: first, if you have club status, have your students
make posters to display around campus. This is a constant reminder that
the students can see. Be sure to change them every few weeks so there
are new designs, and they always have a fresh look. Second, the most
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important of all is text messaging. Most schools don’t allow students to
make phone calls during the day, but they do send and receive text
messages. Sending out a mass message to everyone in your group just
as the lunch bell rings can help you remind the students just when they
need it most!
Here’s a summary for getting your club going on campus:
1. Find a faculty sponsor. Find someone you know, or ask around for
a Christian teacher who may be interested.
2. Get the paperwork needed to form an official campus club and
file it in the office.
3. Find a meeting time and place. Lunch is often the best time and
just ask around for a good place.
4. Get the word out! Storm the campus with a Peace4youth Campus Ministry Starter Kit that includes this manual, 4 t-shirts and 100 wristbands. Pick up 5 pizzas to go with the kit and you’re good to go! Then
make sure you get your meetings announced in the school bulletin,
have your student leaders make up posters to display around campus,
and get a good text messaging plan for your cell phone. BTW (text talk
for “By The Way”)—free pizza once a month works wonders for a student’s memory as well!
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CHAPTER 5

HOW TO RUN A CAMPUS CLUB
The main goal of the actual meeting time is to build a Christian
community. Public campus clubs can help you build community in
ways that no other small groups can. The key to community building is
authenticity, being real about who you are as a person and who you are
as a Christian. In many church meetings and groups, there is tremendous pressure to put on a façade and to look the best you can. But facades aren’t biblical; in fact, Jesus was the hardest on the priests,
scribes, and Pharisees who were experts at putting on façades: He
called them hypocrites.
What makes public campus clubs so good at breaking down
façades is that they meet on the world’s turf. They aren’t tucked away in
some room at the church just off the sanctuary. It’s easier for students to
be authentic when they are actually sitting in the real world surrounded
by many of the struggles they face on a daily basis, perhaps having just
experienced one. When you take prayer requests at church, oftentimes
kids can’t think of much to say because their lives are frequently compartmentalized. When the youth are at church, they have a tendency to
talk more about church things like youth group outings or mission trips.
But when you meet at school, there are always prayer requests for
school issues such as grades, teachers, un-churched friends and the
activities they engage in with those friends. When we take prayer re-
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quests at club time we also have a check-in time and ask how things
are at home as well. In this format, the youth’s minds aren’t as compartmentalized; they are in their real world and, as they sit in that environment, they discuss the real issues that surround them. Because of this,
the overwhelming focus of our club meetings has become “how to be
a Christian in the real world.” There’s nothing like talking about God in a
secular setting to force students to wrestle with how the two worlds collide and think about which way they will go with their lives. In fact, the ultimate goal is for the two worlds to become one and for the students to
begin to live out their Christianity boldly for all the world to see!
This is the example that we adults set by coming on campus to
meet with students. When we do this, it shows that we too want to live
out our faith in the real world. Students won’t hear our words as well as
they’ll see our lives and experience how much we care when we go
out of our way to spend time in community with them. By living godly
lives and showing evidence that we practice spiritual disciplines and
engage in outreach on a daily basis, we set the example and encourage them to do the same.

The Weekly Meeting
For the first year of my first Christian club, our main focus was the
check-in time and taking prayer requests so that we could develop personal connections within the group. This worked extremely well while we
were all getting to know each other for the first school year. Our first
challenge with using this format came when the club got to be too big.
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when we got 25 to 30 students for one lunch period, we had a hard
time being focused and listening to each person share. Then, one of
the club’s vice presidents suggested breaking into small groups for our
check-in and prayer request time. This worked incredibly well and provided more opportunity for students to step up as small group leaders.
Our second challenge was that in time our format got to be rather
monotonous. After 9 to 10 months of check-ins, some of the less committed students began to check-out and stopped attending. About this
time I had connected with a student who wanted to be a leader on another campus and asked her what she would like to do with the campus
club at her school. She wanted to start out with icebreaker games and
have a devotional thought at the end with the check-in time in the middle. It worked great. This is where the networking began—I went back to
my other club and told them what was happening at the club across
town. Everyone got excited, and the new additions brought some new
life back into the group.
Notice that the idea of breaking into small groups and the ideas for
icebreakers and a devotional thought all came from the students themselves! The lesson here is to ask the students what they want and need
rather than to try to force something on them you’ve dreamt up. Students typically know what they and their friends will relate to far better
than adults do. And even though I knew that the school’s previous Christian club had folded because it was too Bible-study oriented, the students still wanted and needed a devotional element to encourage
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them in the middle of their day. If in doubt, ask the youth!
Now, this doesn’t mean that there is no room for adult leadership—
mentors are still needed! From experiences I’ve had with students on
mission trips, houseboat trips and lots of other settings, I know that they
like to get into serious discussions on relevant topics from time to time. I
asked the club one day if they would like to get into some discussions
every two or three weeks. They said they would. At the time, I was reading a book called Unchristian that talked about how Christians in America are getting a bad reputation because they really don’t act any
differently than people not claiming to be Christian. The studies cited in
the book show that Christians also have a bad reputation for attacking
people engaging in lifestyle choices they disagree with rather than witnessing to them in a loving and constructive way. In our club meeting, I
read some quotes about hypocrisy in the church and asked the students if they’d ever experienced anything like that. Several students
opened up immediately about frustrations they have with church leadership and rules. Most of the students just listened to the handful who
shared their experiences and opinions, but everyone was engaged
and appreciated the dialogue. I believe that in time more and more
students will open up and share the issues that concern and frustrate
them. I also believe that these open discussions are important because
if we don’t know what kids are struggling with we have no way to address it. Open dialogue is critical to building a healthy and effective
Christian community, whether it’s on or off campus.
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On-campus Outreach
Once again, the main goal of a Peace4youth campus Christian
club is to build a safe community on campus where students can
come and belong without feeling pressured to get involved in the at-risk
activities that so many young people get sucked into as they try to find
a place to fit in and belong. As we build that community and as the students as individuals develop a sense of belonging during the club
meetings, we then try to expand to the campus at large and share our
community spirit through our pizza and prayer outreach events.
Once again, any time you set foot on a high school campus with
boxes of pizza, you get instant attention! Teens are always hungry, and
hot pizza is always good no matter how cheap it is. I get my pizzas for
$5 each at the local branch of one of the nation’s largest franchises.
The employees and I are on a first-name basis!
Here’s what we do. We split our group up into teams of two. One student holds two boxes of pizza and the other has a pen and pad of
paper. We then spread out in twos around the campus lunch area. Most
of the kids on campus instantly tune in to the presence of pizza, and
many wonder what they have to do to get it, so they usually just ask. We
always say, “Yes, of course you can have some pizza. Just one slice,
and we’re taking prayer requests, as well. Do you have anything we can
pray for?” Then we hand the pad of paper to the interested student that
approached us and as they write their request down. We tell them that
we are from the Peace4youth Christian Club and where we meet each
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week, give them a wristband with the Peace4youth website on it
and tell them that they are welcome to come join our group each
week even if they aren’t a Christian.
When we do this, we wait until about 15 minutes into the lunch
period so that kids who have money can buy lunch; that way, the
cafeteria doesn’t feel like we are competing with them. This also
gives us a better chance of finding the kids who don’t have a lunch
and are really hungry and in need. When someone is hungry, there
are oftentimes other needs involved, as well. Using this format, 10
pizzas usually last about 10 minutes.
The first time we did this, I was totally amazed at how the club
members responded to the outreach event. I thought they would
be shy and a bit embarrassed to go out on campus and take
prayer requests, but they weren’t at all. They were completely
unashamed, and several groups of students continued going
around taking prayer requests even after the pizza had run out! That
first week, we took in more than 100 prayer requests dealing with serious topics ranging from issues with alcoholic parents and friends
using drugs all the way to loved ones in the hospital and grades.
The vast majority of the students we reached out to took the event
just as seriously as our club members took it. No one laughed or
made fun; in fact, I sensed that there was a great deal of appreciation and admiration from the students we were reaching out to.
Many times after conducting our pizza and prayer event, new
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belonging, and they like that we are reaching out to others. It’s amazing
and sad how many people are lonely in the middle of the crowd, especially during the high school years.

The Weekly Meeting Overview
Here’s the basic breakdown:
Start the meeting about 15 minutes into the lunch period so everyone
has a chance to get food and get to the meeting place. This leaves
only about 20 minutes for your meeting, so you have to keep it moving.
About once a month, I bring pizza for the group so they can come
straight in and start a little earlier.
Begin by going around the circle, having everyone tell their name and
year in school. Also, ask for one unique thing about them that will help
you remember them. Feel free to ask questions to help the students feel
comfortable opening up. Remember, dialogue is better than monologue for lots of kids and it shows that you are interested in them. TRY
YOUR BEST TO REMEMBER THEIR NAMES! This is always a struggle for me,
but it is critically important for students to feel known.
The first few meetings, the check-in time may take the whole time if the
group is large, so you can also include prayer requests with the check-in
time (this also gives you more to ask and talk about). Otherwise, after
everyone has checked in, open up the floor for prayer requests. After all
the requests are taken, I always ask for a student to volunteer to pray. If

26

no one does, I don’t force it. I just pray myself. But usually one of our
club officers steps up and leads out.
After checking-in for a few weeks, everyone starts getting to know each
other, so you’ll have some extra time. The extra time can be used to
open up discussion about what the students would like to do with “their”
club. Oftentimes you will get blank stares in the beginning. If that’s the
case, I bring up the pizza and prayer outreach idea, sharing wristbands,
etc. In time, the group will start to come up with its own ideas as leaders
begin to emerge.
Somewhere early on, you can add some icebreaker games. There are
dozens of good books on these—just look at any online bookstore.
These games add a fun element, and some games really help you to
memorize each other’s names. Be careful not to make your group all
about fun and games, though. I suggest alternating the check-in time
and icebreaker games every other week.
Another important element is a devotional thought. The devotional
should be 2 to 5 minutes in length, no longer. Students don’t really want
a Bible study in the middle of school, but they do need encouragement from God’s word. There are dozens of good books out there and,
of course, the Bible is best. With this element, don’t get doctrinal. Keep it
spiritual and relational in nature (things like how to connect with God,
how much He cares about us, etc.). Most clubs will have students from
a cross section of all the churches in town, so it’s important to keep your
thoughts centered on the gospel that we all have in common.
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NOTES Once you’ve developed a strong community and sense of belonging,
it’s good to occasionally open up the entire meeting time for discussion.
Choose relevant social issues and try to allow the students to suggest
the topics. Be careful, though! If it starts to get controversial, turn the discussion in another direction. You don’t want to splinter your group. Once
again, don’t let it devolve into doctrinal controversy. Most high schoolage students, even the ones involved in church, are just trying to decide
if they want to follow Jesus or if they want to go the way of the world.
Topics relating to a foundation in Jesus and caring about others are the
most relevant.
Finally, the outreach events will roll into your programming once every
month or two. Pizza and prayer outreach takes the whole club meeting
time. Be sure to develop a prayer group to email the requests to. My
clubs are also involved in Club Rush at the beginning of the year. This is
where each club has a booth to tell others about what we do during
lunch. See You at the Pole is a national gathering of students in mid-September where students from each campus meet 30 minutes before
school to pray around the flagpole. Our group usually provides hot
chocolate and student leaders to facilitate small group prayers. We also
have adopted a planter on campus to keep cleaned up and free of
weeds. The opportunities are endless; just be creative, and let the students lead the way with your support and encouragement.
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Developing Student Leaders
The key to club growth and long-term sustainability is student leadership. This is always a top priority for the students themselves and a surefire way to keep your club relevant. As adults, we can love and care for
students in a variety of ways, but there is no way for us to be on the cutting edge of what’s meaningful to them without their help.
When I was in seminary, I took a youth ministry-related class where
we did research on Generation X (oops—I’m dating myself here) and
the current culture. After putting together all our research and trying to
develop meaningful ways to minister to Xers the professor told us to actually go out and ask the Xers what they relate to and which approaches would work best with their peers. What we found when we
asked them was amazing—they actually told us! I sat there thinking,
That was so easy, why didn’t I think of that? We often make things much
harder than they have to be. Yes, do your research, but also remember
that if you involve those who you are trying to reach, you will be much
more effective much more quickly.
In order to attain club status on campus, you are required to vote
club officers. Ask for nominations for officers and also for who would like
to run. Put together a simple ballot and vote the next week. This is the
best and easiest way the get leaders. On the campus where I don’t
have club status, things limped along until the day a student showed
up expressing an interest in helping out. She is now the unofficial president and the one who said, “Let’s get organized and start advertising
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NOTES our meetings in the bulletin.” She’s the one who came up with the ideas
for icebreakers and devotionals that helped bring life to my other club
across town. After the fact, I realized how obvious all these things should
have been to me, but for some reason, it took a student with a passion
for ministry to galvanize the effort.
My officers always want to run the weekly meetings, but often need
help with getting the group’s attention and staying on task. So I’m often
the conductor/director and let them know when to move on and what
to do next. For example, as prayer requests are dying out I might say,
“OK, and are there any unspoken requests? Who would like to pray?”
I’ve also found it is important to call or text (much more relevant) my
leaders the day before our meeting and remind them to have the icebreaker or devotional ready for the next day. If I don’t do this, it is oftentimes forgotten. This illustrates one of the most important responsibilities
of a club sponsor: you are the key to the student leader’s success! This
concept was drilled into my head as a student literature evangelist district leader—my responsibility as the one who trained student leaders
was to make them successful.
You make students successful by setting them up for success rather
than failure. Telling students that they are the leaders and to go out there
and make it happen will unquestionably set them up for failure. I’ve written this manual because there are definite steps that need to be taken
in order to establish a successful campus ministry. Most students won’t
read this manual. Students alone can rarely make it happen on their
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own. That’s why it takes a caring, organized adult to mentor the passion
of the students. Neither one can be successful without the other. Sometimes you trade off, and the students give some structure and the mentor provides some passion. But overall, typically, if you provide the
structure as outlined in this manual the students will provide the fire and
excitement that brings your mission to life and makes it possible to be
the highly effective hands and feet of Jesus on a high school campus!
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CHAPTER 6

REACHING OUT IN THE COMMUNITY
Just as the natural outgrowth of a healthy, spiritual campus club is
outreach to the campus itself, the natural outgrowth of a truly healthy,
spiritual citywide club network is outreach to the community at large.
After establishing Peace4youth clubs at both high schools in the town
where I live, as well as a ministry presence at both private Christian
schools, the natural desire was to move off campus and into the community, to do something with all the clubs united as described in Chapter Two. It was evident that the grassroots nature of the campus ministries
was growing up and out into something bigger than any one campus
alone. It was time for us to celebrate Jesus in a big way by creating a
student-led event that each club member could feel comfortable inviting their un-churched friends to. This is how the first Peace4youth Citywide Youth Rally came into existence.

Citywide Evangelistic Youth Rally
The first goal for this citywide rally was for the event to be student led
as much as possible. The second goal was to make it an entire weekend event so that as many youth as possible could participate in or attend at least one or two parts of the event. There are always sporting
events and family commitments that students have to work around. We
ended up with a three-day event that consisted of five different gathering times. All the weekend meetings had a similar format. They each
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had a different local church-based youth praise band and a testimony
by the worship leader or another student. Each meeting also contained
a drama by a Christian school group and a short talk about campus
ministry by one of the campus club presidents. All of these student-led
activities were woven together by me as the MC, very similar to the way
our club meetings work. We also threw some P4Y t-shirts and wristbands
into the crowd and announced other opportunities for teens from different youth groups to get together. The main part of each meeting was a
talk/sermon by a dynamic youth evangelist. For our event, we flew in a
youth-centered preacher from across the country.
We contacted the best speaker we could find, and he was absolutely amazing in the way he connected with youth and the way he
connected the youth with God! Once again, it was the perfect combination of student leaders working with adult mentors to reach the youth
of our community in a powerful way for God. I hadn’t seen an altar call
in years, especially not with youth. But this speaker had them flocking
forward by the dozen. Youth really do want to find a better way of life,
and if you can show them that they can find it in Jesus, they will respond. Even though there are a lot of people in our world who like Jesus
but not the church, by God’s grace and through faith in Him, we can
turn this around one teenager, one youth group, one campus club,
and one city at a time.
The weekend was a huge success, and some students brought their
un-churched friends. We also had some former club participants start
showing up for club meetings again, and some who had only stopped
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that many students took one step forward in their walk of faith and became more involved in at least one aspect of our on- or off-campus
activities.
To understand how this ministry works, imagine spiritual growth as
a spiral staircase. The students you meet will be on a variety of steps
when you first encounter them, some well advanced and some farther
behind. The goal is to help each student climb one step at a time.
Giant leaps aren’t often possible and can even be dangerous; you
could even slip and fall backwards. Slow, steady growth is the best and
forms the strongest character. For some students, the youth rally was an
entering point to the staircase. They had never been involved before but
then developed an interest. For others, that same event may have been
the catalyst that moved them to become a leader by joining a praise
band or sharing a testimony in the future. Others may have already
been on a lower step on the staircase, and hearing about the campus
clubs provided inspiration to start coming to the club meetings regularly
and continue growing there. For others, receiving a slice of pizza and
being asked for prayer requests may have met a need that had been
unmet for years and produced a more positive attitude toward Christians, an attitude that could bear fruit sometime in the distant future.
The more variety you have in on- and off-campus activities, the
better. Having a variety of events and a number of adult mentors helps
you to be more diversified and gives you a better chance to connect
with more students. Do as much as you can, but be careful not to
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overdo it or stretch yourself too thin causing the whole thing to collapse
on top of you in exhaustion and defeat. This is a great weakness and
temptation for many involved in Christian ministry.
Other off-campus activity options include having the churched students invite un-churched friends to participate in their youth group’s
weekend- or spring-break-mission trips or community service activities.
It’s important to not be perceived as taking the place of church youth
groups or “stealing” their kids. Even though I believe campus-based
youth ministry is better than church-based youth ministry in most cases,
there isn’t enough room on campus for every church youth pastor in
town. You only need one or two to cover a small to mid-sized town or
region. So, it’s important to partner with other church-based youth pastors for as many events as possible. Ask for their help and participation
in events like the citywide youth rallies. Send un-churched students to
church with their friends who may be from any of the area Christian
churches.
You will get more support for your campus ministry if the churchbased ministries from other denominations don’t feel threatened by
what you’re doing. And from a secular student’s perspective, only offering them one church to connect to is very limiting at this stage because if the student isn’t with a friend they connect with, chances are
they won’t connect with that particular church community either. Once
again, our example from Scripture: Paul planted, Apollos watered and
God gave the growth. Many kids will walk away from church altogether
if they are given only one option. I always make it clear who I am and
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NOTES what church I’m a part of, and God can remind the youth of that any
time He chooses, now or in the future.

Working with Other Christians
Who amongst us hasn’t read and grown under the tutelage of writers
like Max Lucado, John Maxwell or Donald Miller? Let’s face it: Rick Warren
and Joel Olsteen are reaching a world of un-churched people that Adventists haven’t been able to touch. I’m not saying we should give up
our doctrinal beliefs and join them, but shouldn’t we let our influence be
felt as we work shoulder to shoulder with them for the basic gospel we all
agree on? All genuine followers of God will someday see His one true
light. But for now, there are some areas where teaming up with others in
sowing-evangelism activities can help us to reach our own more effectively.
We read and grow from books by Christians of other denominations,
and we know we won’t be the only ones in heaven. We used to thrive on
educating and converting people other churches had brought to a
basic understanding of Christ. Now that Christianity in America is struggling, we can no longer count on that. We can all benefit from teaming
up for the gospel in the good old Billy Graham tradition, not in an ecumenical way giving up our distinctive beliefs, but in a way where we all
focus on the gospel of Jesus Christ and all grow because of it.
In Matthew 9:38-40, Jesus’ disciples are complaining that people
from outside their group are performing miracles in Jesus’ name. But
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Jesus replies, “He who is not against us is on our side.” I have personally
found this to be true, and my students have benefited from the opportunity to be leaders in the Christian community as Peace4youth Campus Ministries has taken a leading role in some of the citywide youth
ministry activities in our area. Two area youth pastors from non-Adventist
churches came to me recently asking for guidance and expressed an
interest in collaborating to reach even more public campuses in
nearby towns. God is opening the doors; we are just walking through
them. Isn’t it right that Adventists should be leaders in the world, especially amongst Christians?
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CHAPTER 7

INSPIRING AND HELPING OTHERS TO GET INVOLVED
That’s the campus-based youth ministry model in a nutshell. No
sense going on forever with lots of theory. It’s better to be short, sweet
and to the point. And that’s also the best way to inspire more mentors to
get involved. Once you’ve experienced it yourself or are inspired to get
started but feel you’d like a helper, the best way to share your idea or
passion is to state the simple truth that you can be used by God to
reach churched and un-churched teenagers by merely committing two
hours per week to connect over lunch with the youth in your area. Here
are a few variations on the model that may help, depending on your
specific situation.

Variations on the Campus-based Youth Ministry Model
Full-time Youth Pastor Based at One Church
This model is what I am currently doing as described in this manual.
Any youth pastor with a well-rounded program of youth activities, often
based at the local academy, only needs to spend an additional two
hours per week per public high school campus to follow this model. The
concept is to form a group at each school so that the public school students no longer feel like the “odd man out.” When public high school
students feel like they are a part of a Christian group on their campus,
they feel more comfortable coming to the existing youth ministry events
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because they are no longer coming alone. They are coming with their
group, a group that is just as spiritual, if not more so, than the students
from the local Christian school.
Academy Bible Teacher/Campus Chaplain
Another important model to be developed is for the academy Bible
teacher/chaplain to visit public schools at lunchtime, especially in areas
that have no youth pastors. This is important because the Bible
teacher/chaplain is already serving in this role on one campus and
could easily connect on other campuses, as well. This model would go
a long way toward helping marginalized public high school students
feel welcome at church, too. The vast majority of youth ministry funding
goes to our academies. Increasingly, our youth are choosing to attend
public high schools, so we need to be fair by reaching out and ministering to all Adventist youth on both public and private campuses.
Full-time Traveling Youth Pastor/Public School Chaplain
We currently have a small-school youth pastor here in the Northern
California Conference who visits all the small elementary schools in the
conference conducting weeks of prayer and connecting with children
in any way he can. This is a good model to adapt for a public high
school chaplains, as well. Find the churches with larger groups of students in public schools who want to reach their campuses. One chaplain could visit 10 schools on a bi-monthly basis, making a huge impact
and giving God the opportunity to make things happen.
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The chaplain could also spend time recruiting volunteer youth leaders to run campus clubs, and if there’s no chaplain in the area, the volunteers can simply join the Peace4youth network and find support for
their ministry there. Most high school campus Christian clubs are run by
teachers, not pastors. It’s something anyone who loves youth can do. All
you need is a caring heart and a good manual on campus clubs (like
this one) or small groups.xii This model has the potential to energize our
churches and impact far more schools than any of the other models
listed here.

Conclusion
One of my favorite things to do on Planet Earth is to visit a new high
school campus, and I think it could be yours, too. So let’s review. For
most schools, you merely have a parent call ahead saying that you will
be visiting their child on campus. All you do is show up with about five
pizzas, a hundred Peace4youth wristbands and some Peace4youth tshirts to give away. Trust me, you will draw a crowd of admirers! Everyone
will want to know what you are doing. Give away the P4Y items that point
them to the spiritual website, give everyone a chance to tell about
themselves, have prayer, then be on your way. That’s all you need to do
to get the ball rolling. It’s a high-impact evangelistic tool that anyone
can use, and all the models listed above can be legitimately funded
with evangelism money.
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Adventist youth ministries need to start reaching out to all our students and stop being satisfied by merely reaching out to the most
churched and most accessible groups who attend our Adventist
schools. Only reaching out to the easily accessible students is narrow
minded, un-evangelistic and unbiblical. Jesus Himself rebuked the
Pharisees for taking this approach.xiii Instead, talk to the youth at your
church and discuss the Insight article “Taking God to School” (Appendix
1) with them, then schedule a time to visit them at school and meet
their friends.
It’s time to make a decision. Will you continue trying to DRAW,
touching only those brave enough to enter your comfort zone? Or will
you step out and GO, reaching hearts and opening doors for the winds
of change to move in your community? If you GO, you’ll give God the
opportunity to blow you away!
“Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you what to say”
(Exodus 4:12).
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APPENDIX
YOUTH GROUP DISCUSSION ARTICLE 1
Appeared on the Cover of Insight Magazine November 15, 2008
(http://insightmagazine.org/cover/index.asp?issueID=20081646)

Taking God to School
(Initial draft before it was edited by Insight)

Have you ever wished that school could be more than going to
class and studying? Well, it is—it’s your life. When you think about it, you
must admit that most of your opportunities to get involved in activities
like sports, drama, publications, music performances, on- and off-campus clubs, are all school centered. And where did you meet most of
your friends? Probably at school!
That’s why I, as a youth pastor, like to spend a lot of time going to
the different schools my kids are involved in every week. Most of my time
during a typical week is spent on campus at Lodi Academy teaching
art, coaching the praise band and preparing student speakers for
chapel talks etc., because that’s where most of the kids from my church
go to school. But I also believe that it’s really important to visit kids I know
on public school campuses too. I’ve been visiting students at Tokay
High, which is right across the street from my church, for years on an informal basis, just kind of hanging out for lunch. But this year God opened
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the doors for us take over Tokay’s Christian Club and it’s been an amazing year!
This is how it started. Two years ago the Christian club sponsor quit
because kids started with being excited about the club at the beginning of the year—maybe 30 students attending the lunchtime Bible
study each week. But a few months in to the school year, attendance
would dwindle down to only a handful as interest waned and lives got
busier. So after a year with no Christian club on campus at all, I found a
faculty sponsor and officially took over the club with the students I knew
from my church. Since it was still the “Christian Club,” any Christian from
any denomination was welcome to join us. We advertised in the school
bulletin and by word of mouth. We started the year with nine students
involved and ended the year with more than 50! Here’s what we did.
We turned the club’s focus from study to fellowship and creating
community. I found that most kids don’t want more homework during
their lunch break between classes so we start out each week by
“checking in.” That means that we start our meetings by going around
the circle with everyone talking about what is going on in their lives and
by taking prayer requests. That’s how we get to know each other and
can support each other on a personal level, too. Everyone is known
and respected.
The second way we are building community is by reaching out to
the campus at large with our web ministry,
http://www.peace4youth.org/. Check it out—this is how it works: Our
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silicon wristbands that have the website address on them, and they tell
their friends and classmates that they can go to this website to “find
peace in a mad world.” The site has pages on basic spirituality, devotional stories and poetry written by youth, mission trip reports, videos and
a link to our online social network at myspace.com/peace4youth. After
a new student receives a wristband and has had a chance to check
out the website and develop a stronger spiritual interest, they can then
go to the P4Y clubs page to find information regarding club meeting
times and other off-campus social and spiritual events.
In addition to the weekly meetings and the website ministry, we also
have a monthly “pizza and prayer evangelism” event. I bring 10 pizzas
for each of the school’s two lunch periods and students go out in teams
of two, one with pizza and the other with pen and paper, around the
campus offering to give slices of pizza and receive prayer requests.
Each pizza and prayer event generates dozens of requests for prayer on
serious topics that range from drug addiction to cancer. The overall impact of the focus on building community and reaching out has made a
huge impact on students. This is what our club’s treasurer, Josh Tenborg,
has to say about our club:
After a long hour in PE, I change into my regular clothes and
walk outside. It’s almost time for lunch as I wait for the bell outside, but today is different. It’s Tuesday. Instead of hanging out
with all my friends from football and class, I go over the bleachers over near the tennis courts. Pastor Scott Ward is sitting there
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with his hood on and types away on his computer. Soon more
people come and sit with Pastor Scott and me. Soon we are all
laughing together and talking about our past week after last
Tuesday. This is the Christian club at Tokay High School.
This Christian club is not “in your face” Christianity and I think
it is one of the many reasons so many people come to hang
out during lunch on Tuesdays. And it’s not just freshman or sophomores that go, but all students. And this diversity brings awesome ideas on how to reach out into our community and our
school.
Ever since my dad died in December of 2006, I was really
quite angry with life and was searching to replace that anger. I
played sports and that helped a lot. I had a supportive coach
who really respected my Christian values and keeping the Sabbath holy by not competing on that day. Then the Christian club
was re-founded and I became a club officer. This is the place to
be and we are like family. We pray for each other and we help
each other out. It’s good to know that we have respect for each
other and we can be in-tune with God but have a good time
with it too. I think it is so awesome that we can have this club in
a public school and reach out to the world.
The reason I love school campus ministry so much is because of
how it has impacted kids like Josh, and because I wish someone had
done this for me. You see, I was raised in the Adventist system. My par-
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they sent me to Christian schools for most of my education; they did
everything that the “system” recommended. My pastors were good
pastors, my teachers were good teachers and my church family was
close knit.
And yet after three years of Christian college, I left the church, not in
a grand rebellion—I just drifted away from the church and into the world
along with many of my “Christian” friends. I drifted further and further
into the public university lifestyle so common in the world. I went from
one party to the next—from one form of entertainment to another.
When my friends would ask me if I was religious, I would say, “I grew-up a
Seventh-day Adventist, but I’m not practicing what my church believes
right now.” And when they would ask what my church believed I would
say, “They don’t drink, don’t smoke, don’t eat pork, shrimp or lobster; they
don’t go to movies or play cards, and they go to church on Saturday instead of Sunday just like the Bible says. And by the way, when you die
you don’t go straight to heaven or hell—you just go to sleep until Jesus
comes.”
That was what my church meant to me at that time. I had no concept of a personal relationship with Jesus, and I had never read my
Bible outside of church and Bible class. My religion was a list of rules and
beliefs that were unattached to any deeper meaning—it was merely a
lifestyle.
The partying seemed great at first but after a few years in the world, I

46

couldn’t handle the guilt of it any more, and I determined to pursue
God until I found Him—wherever He was. Today, I praise God that He
saved me from myself and my poor choices and that I have an awesome relationship with Him now. I just wish I could have avoided going
down that wrong path I took. It seems so sad to me that in my two
years at a public high school and during my two years in an Adventist
Academy there weren’t any spiritual activities that I could really connect
with and no outreach activities, either. For some reason, God and
school seemed like two separate and unrelated things.
I believe that’s why God has given me so much opportunity to start
campus-based youth ministries today. I have now started Peace4youth
campus clubs at both public high schools in the town where I live and
have met with the students I know at all three Christian high schools too.
Other youth pastor friends of mine are starting clubs at public high
schools in other cities nearby, as well. I think it’s the wave of the future
because I believe God should be a part of the thing that your whole life
revolves around, your school.
Why not take God to your school? It’s easier than you think and
more rewarding than you can imagine. Check out
www.peace4youth.org, and if you want to start a club at your school, I’ll
be glad to help you and so will God!
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YOUTH GROUP DISCUSSION ARTICLE 2
(Has been accepted for publication by Insight Magazine—date TBD)

Taking God to Town
(rough draft)

I’ll bet you like taking your girl to town (if you’re a guy) or going with
your guy (if you’re a girl), don’t you? Duh! It doesn’t matter if you’re from
the country or the city—everybody everywhere likes going to town, or
downtown, on a date—to see, be seen, eat, laugh and have a good
time.
But, have you ever considered taking God to town? Well, you may
be wondering how on earth you take God to town; you may even think it
sounds a little corny or weird, but it’s really an amazing thing to do.
Check it out!
If you’re an avid Insight reader you may remember an article written
October 15, 2008, entitled “Taking God to School.” It was about some
kids and me, their youth pastor, doing public high school ministry and
forming a Christian club on campus at the high school across the street
from our church. Well, after that article, the Christian club really got
going strong, and our academy praise band and student speakers got
really good. We started a Christian group at the other public high school
in town and one at another Christian school in town, too. We realized
that our church youth ministry, Peace4youth Campus Ministries, had
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something going on at every high school campus in town (which can
potentially reach every teenager in town). So, we thought, why not get
all our clubs together and have a citywide youth rally and team up with
all the other Christian youth groups in town to try and reach everyone’s
“un-churched” friends? You know, instead of taking a date to town to
see and be seen, take Jesus to town and show everyone that being a
Christian and living with and for God can be far more satisfying and lifechanging than worldly entertainment ever dreamed of being! The idea
caught on, and people started getting really excited.
So, how exactly do you “take God to town?” We decided on a
youth rally at our local performing arts center featuring local youth
group praise bands, drama teams, student testimonies, and an amazing youth evangelist—Willie Ramos, the “Ghetto Preacher.” We also
threw in some free food, t-shirts, wristbands, and some graffiti-style
mural painting at the local teen center, as well!
This is how it went: Friday night, we started with a youth praise band
from the big church affiliated with the other Christian school in town.
They were awesome and really knew how to lead kids in praise and
worship! One of the band members even shared her testimony of how
God had helped her through some really traumatic times in her life. It
was touching and powerful all at the same time! Then, our academy
drama team performed a skit that was choreographed to some inspiring Christian music. It really made us think about God and what He can
do in our lives. Then, the girl who was the lead singer for the praise band
started singing Jesus Loves Me acappella. Halfway into the first verse,
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song as he came out on stage, and it became this singing/freestyleduet version of Jesus Loves Me that had this huge impact on everyone
in the place. Through the song, the preacher brought his own experience of God bringing him out of the ghetto into the lyrics and totally
personalized this classic kid’s song in the most amazing way. Then, he
shared his testimony about how his whole life was messed up with drugs,
alcohol, gangs and violence. It was the story of this amazing guy who
was once known as “the assassin” being changed by God into one of
the most effective Adventist youth evangelists today. You really need to
have him come to your town to share the whole story!
Anyway, God was so good, and the preacher was so amazing that
kids just kept telling their friends about the meetings, and attendance
went from 200 Friday evening to 250 on Sabbath morning, and by Saturday night there were more than 350 of us packed into the auditorium!
Friday night, 60 kids came forward for a call to follow Jesus, and Sabbath morning more than 150 kids came forward to write their names on
the wall giving their lives to Jesus. It was absolutely amazing. This is what
some of the kids who attended said:
“I made new friends and learned so much. . . . It really made a difference on how I look at things. I can’t wait for the next rally.”
—Brittney Aguilar, Tokay High School Junior
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“I loved how he (the Ghetto Preacher) moved the entire audience.
Everyone seemed to really understand him.”
—Allison Bradley, Lodi Academy sophomore

“Willie Ramos was an amazing preacher who had my attention the
whole time!”
—Lauren Gomes, Lodi Academy junior

“It was nice to hear it (the gospel) in a way I can understand. . . .My
pastor is good, but he goes beyond my understanding.”
—Kevin Ellis, a Jim Elliot Christian High Student

“The rally was an amazing experience because I was able to witness God reaching out not only to Christians but also to people who
don’t usually go to church.”
—Jordan King, Tokay High School Senior and President of Tokay High School’s
Christian Club.

“I loved the different style of preaching. It was more in tune with
what we think like. We think differently than adults do.”
—Nic Niggemeyer, Home School.
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Overall, the weekend youth evangelism event was a tremendous
success. Hundreds of lives were impacted by the three different youth
praise bands, two drama teams, testimonies, preaching and opportunity to help paint graffiti-style murals with positive spiritual messages.
I really believe God wants us to do more than just try and draw kids
to church; He wants us to go to the places where they are living their
lives every day—we need to meet them at their schools, uptown and
downtown. There’s a world of kids out there waiting to be reached. Most
high school age kids aren’t wrestling over doctrinal issues and theology;
they are deciding if they are going to follow Jesus at all. What they need
is to understand the basic gospel and how they can live it and benefit
from it every day! God has shown us through our experience that He
wants us to work together with all the Christian youth in our town to create big events to proclaim Jesus’ love to our un-churched friends. We
believe He also wants us to continue to meet in smaller groups on
school campuses and at our own individual churches every week, too.
Of course, our own personal devotional times one-on-one with God are
at the heart of it all. We are already planning for another rally for next
winter. Kids keep asking me when we are going to do it again. They
don’t want to wait a whole year! And I think what everyone would love
most is for you to join us and start something in your town or city, too.
Pastor Scott
http://www.peace4youth.org/
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THE TRANSITION FROM HIGH SCHOOL TO COLLEGE CAMPUS MINISTRY
Appeared on the Cover of Insight Magazine March 14, 2009
(http://www.insightmagazine.org/cover/index.asp?issueID=20091611)

Making The Leap!
So you want to go to college, or maybe you’ve heard you should.
Deciding to go to college is one of the best decisions you’ll ever make
if you want a satisfying career instead of just any old job. College doesn’t guarantee you’ll find the job of your dreams, but it’s a great place to
start. As you prepare to go from high school to college, here’s a headsup—this is one of the biggest transitions in your life.
When I decided to go to college, I had no clue how to get started,
where to go, or what to do. Looking back, there were four basic decisions that I had to make that you’ll have to make, too.
#1. Stay home or move away?
If you choose to attend a school near your home, you’ll still be connected to your family and church, and all the other things that are familiar to you. If you choose to attend a school far away from home,
your life will go through a radical change that can be both exciting and
challenging.
Here’s an excerpt from the journal of a college freshman named
Anthony. It details what he went through on his first few days at college
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NOTES far from home: “Move-in day finally came, and we unloaded everything
into my dorm room. As my parents’ car pulled away, there was this burning sensation in my chest. My throat felt like it was tied in a knot as I
waved and halfheartedly smiled. Then the car was gone. In that instant I
felt a strange mixture of loneliness, abandonment, freedom, excitement,
and fear. I rushed up the stairs, found the nearest bathroom, and just
cried and cried silent sobs. The sobs were coming from a confused 17year-old boy who didn’t feel as ready for this as he’d thought he was.”
Anthony’s first few days were tough, but he worked through it. Eventually he found a whole new school/church family. He settled into his new
environment and became successful.
If you move away from home to go to college, know that the first
few days, maybe weeks can be frightening and lonely. You won’t really
be alone, though. God promises: “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5, NIV).
#2. Go to a public or Christian college?
Every college has a reputation. If you choose to go to a public college, is it known for its wild parties and underage drinking or for its excellence in academics? If you choose to go to a Christian college, what
are its academic strengths and weaknesses?
You can find the party scene going on, at least in small numbers, at
some of the most spiritual schools in the country. And you can also find
some of the most spiritual Christian fellowship groups at the most secular
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universities. Wherever you go, you can find what you’re looking for.
Determine from the start to look for ways to connect with other
committed Christians as soon as you arrive on your new campus, just
as Hebrews 10:25 encourages: “Let us not give up meeting together,
as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another” (NIV). As for Anthony, he chose to go to University of California,
Berkeley, for its academics, and immediately he got connected to the
Adventist Christian Fellowship (ACF) group there.
#3. Who’ll be in your social circle?
If you decide to move away like Anthony did, the first thing you
should do at your new school is establish your social circle, the people
who will be most involved in your life. If you decide to remain at home,
after graduation many of your friends from high school or academy
may be going on to a college out of town or even out of state. Connecting with a new “young adult” group that shares your Christian values should be a top priority.
Check out your new school’s Christian fellowship groups. This will be
easy if you choose to go to a Christian college. However, you may be
surprised to discover how many public universities have Adventist Christian Fellowship groups. ACF groups are often based out of or partnered
with a local Adventist church where you can get involved.
Making this connection was especially important to Anthony when
he went away to school. Here’s another excerpt from his journal: “At my
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NOTES home church, I was heavily involved and in various leadership positions.
Upon my departure, I felt as though I was leaving a huge part of myself
behind. I thought I’d never find another church with such fellowship and
strong spiritual friendships. But then I went to the Berkeley Adventist
church and got invited to ACF. I gladly joined, and thank God I did! I
don’t think I would have survived without it!”
ACF turned out to be a great place for Anthony to make Christian
friends and to develop a new social circle. Go to the ACF website
(http://www.acflink.org/) and see if there’s an active fellowship group at
the college/university you’re considering attending. For you, it may make
the difference between staying connected to God or drifting away from
Him.
#4. How will you get involved?
No matter what college or university you decide to attend, after you
find a new Christian fellowship to be a part of, don’t just sit on the sidelines. Get involved! The best friendships are made and deepened during Friday night vespers, on spiritual retreats and by taking on leadership
positions.
Volunteer to help lead Sabbath school or song service. Maybe you
can start a Bible study group in your dorm or get involved in service activities such as feeding the homeless or participating in a spring break
mission trip. Just do something and you’ll be doing it not only for yourself
but for God, too. If you remain faithful, one day He’ll say to you: “What-
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ever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for
me” (Matthew 25:40, NIV). The extracurricular activities you get involved
in will make a huge difference in your college experience. They may
even radically change the way you approach the rest of your life!
Succeed!
Choosing a college with healthy social and spiritual opportunities
will give you the ability to be more successful in every way, even academically. God created us as social beings, and much of the success
and failure of our lives depends on the relationships we choose, especially our relationships with God and other Christians.
Here’s the bottom line:
Go to college with God, and He will go with you!
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WEB RESOURCES
www.peace4youth.org
The main website for my campus ministry. It includes photos of our big
events and a spirituality page that helps students learn to connect with God.
It also has information on networking with other P4Y clubs.
www.campusbasedyouthministry.org
My newest website that explains how campus-based youth ministry works.
http://get-connected.org
The “For Schools” link will give you step-by-step instructions on starting a campus ministry and lots of other resources, including your legal rights.
www.younglife.org
Ministry organization that impacts 660,000 high school kids annually.
www.studentventure.com
The high school ministry of Campus Crusade for Christ International.
www.fca.org
Fellowship of Christian Athlete’s high school ministry.
http://everyschool.com
Resources for “adopting” a school and starting a campus ministry.
www.youthspecialties.com
A leader in youth resources, conventions, etc. You can find articles and
books on campus ministry here.
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www.group.com
Another leader in youth resources, conventions, etc. You can find articles and
books on campus ministry here.
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